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I am pleased to announce the publication of Women Trailblazers of California: Pioneers to the Present 
by Gloria G. Harris and Hannah S. Cohen.

The Golden State has continually beckoned to pioneers, from hopeful settlers to 
determined suffragists and enterprising Hollywood coterie.  Under the lens of the authors 
in Women Trailblazers of California, remarkable female figures come into focus as the movers and 
shakers behind countless milestones in California’s history.

These are the stories of trailblazing women: the overlooked as well as the famed. The 
authors—Gloria Harris, a recent inductee of the San Diego Women’s Hall of Fame and her 
fellow board member at the Women’s Museum of California, Hannah Cohen—chronicle 
the contributions of forty Californian women who took extraordinary risks.

One such trailblazer, Nancy Kelsey, was the first woman to travel overland to California in 
the mid-nineteenth century. Kelsey’s astonishing firsthand accounts of fighting alongside 
her husband set a precedent for other frontier women, and she expressed no regrets: “I 
have enjoyed riches and suffered the pangs of poverty. I saw General Grant when he was 
little known. I baked bread for General Fremont and talked to Kit Carson. I have run from 
bear and killed all other kinds of game.”

Along the way, meet the “mother of the civil rights movement in the United States” Mary 
Ellen Pleasant; take a ride with “One-Eyed Charley,” a cross-dressing stagecoach driver 
for Wells Fargo at a time when women were forbidden to do so; and watch “America’s 
Sweetheart,” Mary Pickford, become Hollywood’s first millionaire.

Join Harris and Cohen as they celebrate women who made groundbreaking decisions to 
become catalysts for change, thereby leaving a truly indelible mark on California history. 
Women Trailblazers of California: Pioneers to the Present will retail for $19.99 and be available 
throughout the state and online at www.historypress.net.

Many thanks,
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Celebrating the women whose spirit, 
determination & Creativity embody 

the CharaCter of the state.



Dr. Gloria G. Harris began her career as a psychologist in the early 1970s after 
receiving her doctorate from the University of Washington. She coauthored the 

groundbreaking book Assertive Training for Women and taught assertiveness training and 
management training for women in over sixty federal agencies throughout the United States 
from 1974 to 1980. Dr. Harris is also coauthor of Surviving Infidelity, a self-help book that 
has sold more than 150,000 copies. Her academic appointments include the University 
of Washington, School of Medicine; American University, Department of Psychology; and 
San Diego State University, Department of Women’s Studies.
  Dr. Harris has been appointed to numerous boards and commissions and previously 
served as chair of the San Diego County Commission on the Status of Women. In 2010, 
she was inducted into the San Diego Women’s Hall of Fame, and she currently serves as a 
board member of the Women’s Museum of California.

Hannah S. Cohen has a master’s of science degree in library and information 
sciences and an advanced diploma in educational administration. Early in her 

career, she worked in the public library system in New York and was then director of 
communications and media, where she was responsible for the development of library 
media centers in a large public school system.
  For most of her career, Ms. Cohen worked as a public affairs consultant for 
numerous non-profit organizations assisting in capacity building, fund development, 
and advocating for policy changes for the underserved. She worked closely with 
business and government officials to develop policy and legislation.
  Ms. Cohen has been deeply involved in advocating for women’s equality and 
the rights of the underprivileged, and she serves on numerous boards promoting 
awareness of these issues. She is currently a board member of the Women’s Museum 
of California and chairperson of the museum’s fund development committee.
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Throughout California’s history, remarkable women have been at the core of change 
and innovation. In this unparalleled collection, Gloria Harris and Hannah Cohen 

relate the stories of forty women whose struggles and achievements have paved the way for 
generations. These women were strong and determined, overcoming prejudice, skepticism 
and injustice. Visionary architect Julia Morgan designed Hearst Castle; Dolores Huerta 
co-founded United Farm Workers; Donaldina Cameron, the angry angel of Chinatown, 
rescued brothel workers; and silent film actress Mary Pickford helped form United Artists 
Pictures. From fearless pioneers and determined reformers to professionals from every walk 
of life, Harris and Cohen chronicle the triumphs and disappointments of diverse women 
who dared to take risks and break down barriers.

The History Press is proud to present this new title 
by Gloria G. Harris and Hannah S. Cohen



Excerpt from Chapter 1: Women of Early California (Pioneers)

Charlotte “Charley” Parkhurst (1812–1879)
Stagecoach Driver

At a time when women were forbidden to assume such roles, Charlotte 
“Charley” drove a stagecoach for Wells Fargo. Her unusual life as a cross-
dressing stagecoach driver and the likelihood that she was the first woman to 
vote in California qualify her as a true trailblazer.
  Parkhurst was born in 1812 in Lebanon, New Hampshire. Abandoned by 
her parents and placed in an orphanage, at approximately the age of fifteen, she 
borrowed male attire and ran away. In the early 1800s, a girl would have had 
difficulty earning a living, but a boy could become an apprentice and learn a 
trade. Although males had more employment options available than females, 
the specific reason that Charlotte Parkhurst chose to be known as “Charley” 
and to live her life as a man is unknown.
  After leaving the orphanage, Parkhurst found work as a stable boy cleaning 
stables, pitching hay and caring for horses in Worcester, Massachusetts. Her 
employer, Ebenezer Balch, observed that she had a natural ability to connect 
with horses, and he trained her to handle teams. Parkhurst became skilled in the 
art of driving first two-in-hand, then four-in-hand and later six-in-hand horse 
teams. Balch later purchased What Cheer Stables in Providence, Rhode Island, 
and took Parkhurst along to work for him. During the years she lived on the 
East Coast, Charley Parkhurst acquired a reputation for being an outstanding 
“sure handed driver.” 
  By 1849, the gold rush had begun, and two years later, Parkhurst traveled 
by ship to California, where she obtained work with the recently established 
California Stage Company. At the time that she arrived in San Francisco, 
Charley Parkhurst was nearly forty years old and described as a person of 
medium height (five feet, seven inches) with broad shoulders and a raspy voice. 
She is reputed to have smoked cigars, chewed tobacco and been a moderate drinker.
  During the time Parkhurst worked for the California Stage Company, she 
drove coaches through all the gold-mining towns and nearly every route in 
California. Some days she would cover sixty miles on treacherous muddy roads 
and make the return trip as well. She also worked for the Pioneer line, which was 
taken over by Wells Fargo in 1866. The Pioneer line provided service between 
San Jose and Santa Cruz. Sometimes Wells Fargo entrusted Parkhurst with 
special missions that included sending her to New York with a quantity of gold, 
and she always returned safely.



  Charley Parkhurst was proud of her skill in the extremely difficult job as 
“whip.” A whip was a stagecoach driver who could manage six horses pulling at 
that many leads. The ability to use a whip while driving required the combination 
of good judgment, dexterity and a great deal of strength. Those who were adept 
at it were well paid. A competent whip could earn as much as $125 a month plus 
room and board, which was a high salary for the era.
  Throughout her career as a coachman in Northern California, Parkhurst 
wore blue jeans, pleated blousy shirts, a cap of buffalo hide and embroidered 
buckskin gloves to cover her small hands. She always carried a brace of pistols 
stuck in her belt and was never afraid to use one if needed. Because she had 
been kicked by a horse and wore a patch over one eye, she became known 
as “One-Eyed Charley.” Fortunately, the eye injury never ended Parkhurst’s 
love of horses or her goal to become “the best damn driver in California.” 
By all accounts, she succeeded and became known as one of the old West’s 
greatest stagecoach drivers.
  Parkhurst drove stagecoaches until the late 1860s. Railroads were expanding, 
and she was suffering from rheumatism, a common problem for drivers. After 
retirement, she tried cattle ranching, lumbering and raising chickens in an area 
between Santa Cruz and Watsonville. In her later years, Parkhurst lived alone in a 
small cabin near Watsonville where, in 1879, at the age of sixty-seven, she died of 
cancer. After her death, neighbors who came to lay out her body for burial were 
shocked to discover that “Charley” was a woman. 

Charlotte “Charley” Parkhurst. 
Courtesy of the Wells Fargo 
Historical Collection.



  On December 28, 1879, the San Francisco Morning Call reported on the death of 
Charley Parkhurst: “He was in his day one of the most dexterous and celebrated of 
the famous California drivers ranking with Foss, Hank Monk, and George Gordon, 
and it was an honor to be striven for to occupy the spare end of the driver’s seat when 
the fearless Charley Parkhurst held the reins of a four or six-in-hand.”
  Fifty-two years before women won the right, legend claims that Parkhurst 
was the first woman to vote in the United States. While living in Soquel, she 
registered to vote in the 1868 election for presidential candidates Horatio 
Seymour of New York and Civil War general Ulysses S. Grant. Although there 
is a document on file proving Parkhurst registered, no evidence exists to prove 
that she actually voted. 
  There is, however, a plaque in a fire station located in Soquel that states:

The first ballot by a woman in an American presidential election 
was cast on this site November 3, 1868 by Charlotte Parkhurst who 
masqueraded as a man for much of her life. She was a stagecoach driver 
in the mother lode county during the gold rush days and shot and killed 
at least one bandit. In her later years she drove a stagecoach in this area. 
She died in 1879. Not until then was she found to be a woman. She is 
buried in Watsonville at the pioneer cemetery.

Mary Pickford (1892–1979)
America’s Sweetheart

As a child, Mary Pickford was exceptionally curious, questioning and always 
looking for more answers. In an interview later in life, she said, “I was always 
older than my years.” A tough and perceptive businesswoman, she lived life on 
her own terms and, by the age of thirty, realized many of her ambitions. Pickford 
remembers eating roses when she was young, thinking that their aroma, beauty 
and color would be absorbed by her body. Roses or not, Pickford became a 
legend in her time and an international star beloved for her stunning beauty 
and charming personality.

Excerpt from Chapter 10: Women Who Contributed to
The World of Work (Entertainers)



  Mary Pickford was born 
Gladys Marie Smith in April 1892 
in Toronto, Canada, to Charlotte 
Hennessey and John Smith. 
In the early years of Pickford’s 
life, the family struggled with 
finances and her alcoholic father. 
Her parents eventually separated, 
and shortly thereafter, her father 
died. Struggling to make ends 
meet, her mother worked as a 
seamstress and rented rooms to 
provide the family with extra 
money. Fortuitous for Pickford, 
one of the boarders was a local 
theater stage manager. He 
arranged for her to appear at 
Toronto’s Princess Theatre for 
her acting debut at the age of six. 
Then known as “Baby Gladys,” 
Pickford and her family spent the 
next nine years touring in shows 
throughout the country. In 1907, she adopted the family name Pickford and made her 
Broadway debut in the successful The Warrens of Virginia.
  In 1909, Pickford appeared in her first film with the American Mutoscope & 
Biograph Company, the first motion picture company in the United States devoted 
entirely to film production. Working under D.W. Griffith, Pickford embarked on a 
career that would see her become the most renowned female star of the silent era and 
the most famous female actor in the world. Most Biograph actors earned five dollars 
a day, but after a single day in the studio, Griffith agreed to pay her ten dollars per 
day against a guarantee of forty dollars a week. During that year, Pickford played in 
fifty-one films, both bit parts and leading roles. Pickford was determined to stand 
out among the many other actors and noted, “I played scrubwomen and secretaries 
and women of all nationalities…I decided that if I could get into as many pictures 
as possible, I’d become known, and there would be a demand for my work.” That 
is exactly what happened. Although actors were not listed in the credits, it was not 
long before the audiences noticed Pickford. In the film promotions, she was dubbed 
“The Girl with the Golden Curls,” “Blondilocks” or “The Biograph Girl” and quickly 

Mary Pickford. Courtesy of the Library of Congress.



became “America’s Sweetheart.”
  As her fame grew, Pickford asserted her authority over the creative and financial 
aspects of her career, dictating the provisions of her productions. Her popularity 
extended onto the world scene, and early films like 1909’s The Little Darling 
were copied in Russia and distributed throughout the European underground 
market. Biograph suffered an astounding loss of income because of this piracy, 
but it made Pickford an international superstar. Her mother, Charlotte, tutored 
her about parlaying her fame into wealth. Thus, Pickford learned to negotiate 
lucrative financial contracts. Seeking more independence, she left Griffith in 
1913 and joined Adolph Zukor’s Famous Players Company, later the forerunner 
to Paramount. The studio capitalized on her fame and charged theaters a payment 
to show her films, a first in the industry.
  At her mother’s urging, Pickford began to demand unprecedented larger 
salaries. Zukor paid her an astonishing $10,000 per week and a $30,000 
signing bonus, plus a percentage of all profits from her films. She was the first 
female actor to receive a share of a film’s earnings, and by 1919, she was earning 
$350,000 per movie, making her Hollywood’s first millionaire. As one of silent 
film’s most significant performers and producers, her contract demands were 
pivotal to shaping the film industry. Pickford undoubtedly became a defining 
figure in the history of modern celebrity.
  The Hollywood studios could not meet her demands. Therefore, in 1919, she 
and Charlie Chaplin, another top star, decided to form their own studio. They 
were joined by Douglas Fairbanks and D.W. Griffith in forming the independent 
film production company United Artists Pictures, a studio that was responsible for 
many great films for the next sixty-plus years. In 1920, her film Pollyanna grossed 
about $1.1 million. The following year, Little Lord Fauntleroy would also be a 
success, and in 1923, Rosita grossed over $1 million as well.
  For some reason, Pickford did not fully appreciate the magnitude of talking 
films. She said, “Adding sound to movies would be like putting lipstick on the 
Venus de Milo.” Pickford faced new challenges and had difficulty incorporating 
her voice into her screen acting. However, her greatest challenges were not 
related to the technology. Her problems were her fans, who associated her with 
old-fashioned roles and wanted younger, sexier stars. She was in her late thirties 
and was unable to play the children, moody teenagers and spirited young women 
for which her fans adored her, but neither could she play the elegant heroines of 
early sound. Finally, at the age of forty-three, Pickford retired after making her 
last film, Star Night at the Cocoanut Grove in 1934. However, she continued to 
produce films for United Artists, and her partnership with Chaplin continued 
for decades until he left the company in 1955. Pickford followed in 1956, selling 
her remaining shares for $3 million.



  During her lifetime, Pickford was married three times. In 1911, she married 
Owen Moore, an Irish-born silent film star whom she divorced in 1920 to marry 
the very handsome and debonair Douglas Fairbanks. Their marriage was hailed 
as “the marriage of the century,” and they immediately became Hollywood’s first 
virtual royal couple. Together they lived a fairy-tale life in their Beverly Hills 
estate, a spacious former hunting lodge the press dubbed “Pickfair.” Over the 
years, the home served as a gathering place for politicians, artists, journalists and 
foreign diplomats. The two of them were the first actors to officially place hand- 
and footprints in the cement at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre on April 30, 1927. 
  As early as 1925, the marriage showed signs of trouble, and tension increased 
as both their careers were fading. Fairbanks also had trouble adjusting to sound 
films, and his age made him incompatible with the types of roles for which he 
had grown famous. To boost their careers, the couple starred in a film together, 
The Taming of the Shrew, which, unfortunately, was a flop. Pickford was unable 
to cope with the pressure and during this time succumbed to her family’s 
addiction to alcohol. She divorced Fairbanks in 1936 after learning he was 
having an adulterous affair and married Buddy Rogers, a former co-star twelve 
years younger. They remained together until her death.
  In 1976, Pickford was awarded an Oscar for lifetime achievement from 
United Artists, the very organization she had started years earlier. However, her 
later years were absorbed by her alcoholism and depression. It appears she was 
not able to cope with the loss of Fairbanks, the love of her life, and the cruel 
reality of her lost stardom. Pickford died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 1979 at 
the age of eighty-seven.
  Pickford’s career lasted from 1908 to 1935, encompassing 236 films 
throughout the 1910s and 1920s. She was believed to be the most famous 
woman in the world or, as a silent-film journalist described her, “the best known 
woman who has ever lived, the woman who was known to more people and 
loved by more people than any other woman that has been in all history.” As a 
testimony to her impact on the film industry, there is a picture of her with her 
famous golden ringlets hanging in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.



California is a state that prides itself on being at the forefront of change and 
innovation. What role have women played in shaping that reputation? In the 

forthcoming Women Trailblazers of California: Pioneers to the Present, authors Gloria 
Harris and Hannah Cohen take a look back at some of the first women in the Bear Star 
State to hang a shingle in their chosen professions or bring advancements to a field of 
study. Who are these Women Trailblazers of California? In the following interview, 
Harris and Cohen discuss the impetus behind their forthcoming book and share some 
of their favorite stories about California’s extraordinary women.

Q: What are a few of the significant milestones in women’s history here in California?

A: We can divide the milestones into categories of individual achievements for women 
in different fields of endeavor and then into more global victories, such as the battle for 
suffrage.
  Looking at California history, we have to admire the early female pioneers like Nancy 
Kelsey, the first white woman, who, in 1841, was the first woman to reach California 
in a wagon train. Life was not easy for these women, most of whom had come from the 
East and were accustomed to more comfortable living. She and her family played an 
important role in our nation’s history, part of the first wave of a great tide of immigrants 
that transformed the American West.
  However, women managed to follow their dreams and did not succumb to the 
harassment such as that suffered by Lucy Wanzer, the first woman to graduate from 
medical school in 1874. She was not only tormented by her fellow male students but 
also by her professors, who believed women should remain at home and were suited 
only to domestic skills. Men had deep, held beliefs that women had neither the brains 
nor the skills to enter any profession.
  Women were denied the right to be lawyers until 1878, when Clara Shortridge Foltz 
drafted the Women Lawyer’s Bill, the law that allowed women to become lawyers in 
California. The bill was passed by the state senate, but only after a protracted storm 
of opposition by a group of furious men and then signed by the governor. Women in 
many occupations from the gold rush on had to overcome numerous obstacles. Our 
research revealed opposition in the fields of architecture, education, entertainment, the 
environment and more. Anytime it was a first, there were barriers. However, we have to 
look at the successes. Who was responsible for the entire Hearst Castle project? Julia 
Morgan. Who saved the Redwoods of northern California? Josephine McCracken. 
Who did the landscape scenery for Gone with the Wind? Florence Yoch. Who designed 
the covenant of Rancho Santa Fe? Lilian Rice. Who was responsible for the Joshua Tree 
National Park? Minerva Hoyt. It goes on and on, but it was difficult.

Author Interview with Gloria Harris & Hannah Cohen



  On a wider scale, the most significant milestone was the winning of the right to vote on 
October 10, 1911, and making California the sixth state to give women the right to vote. It 
took forty years to achieve this victory and thousands of brave women who made it possible. 
A few outstanding women were Laura De Force Gordon, Clara Shortridge Foltz, Ellen 
Sargent, Maud Younger, Alice Paul and Selina Solomon, to name a few. They were all brave 
women who fought hard and long so that women would have the right to vote, be able to 
own property, serve on juries and even to have their own credit cards! Every step was a battle.

Q: Why did you decide to take a statewide approach to the book?

A: During Women’s History Month in March 2010, Dr. Harris attended a meeting 
hosted by the Congress of History of San Diego and Imperial Counties. All of the 
presentations were on the topic of women’s contributions to local history. After visiting 
numerous vendors in search of a book related to the conference’s topic, she became 
aware that no book highlighting women’s contributions to the nation’s most populous 
state had been written. The extraordinary stories of the women of California, both past 
and present, remained to be told.
  Additionally, the research indicated that much of the early achievements 
accomplished by women happened in the northern part of the state. This, of course, was 
due to the gold rush and the search for riches. This, however, does not mean that women 
in Southern California did not also have significant achievement. During the suffrage 
movement, there were many women in San Diego, including Dr. Charlotte Baker, who 
had to overcome the challenges of being a female doctor and also a leading suffragist. 
Los Angeles, although a rough cow town in the early 1800s was home to many strong 
and brilliant women suffragists, doctors, lawyers and environmentalists. To do justice to 
all these remarkable women, we knew our book had to be state-wide.

Q: How do you think California’s gold rush impacted the role of women in the state?

A: Although most women who came to California during the gold rush were from farm 
families, they had to endure harsh living conditions. After an arduous journey across the 
country, they were unprepared for life in the gold mining camps of California, where 
home was likely to be a tent or crude mining shack with a dirt floor and canvas ceiling. 
The gold mining camps were also viewed as unsafe, and until the mid-1850s most 
women stayed behind. In 1850, there was only one woman for every thirty men, and 
it is estimated that half the women in San Francisco were prostitutes. The traditions of 
the pioneer women and the lives they lived instilled in their daughters a sense of survival 
and spirit that affected all of their future pursuits.



  For a more in-depth look at life during the gold rush era, it is interesting to read The 
Pioneer, a San Francisco literary magazine published in 1854, which published a series of 
twenty-three “letters from the mines.” Written in 1851 and 1852 by Louise Clappe and 
published under her nom de plume, “Dame Shirley,” the letters offered the first account of 
gold rush life. Her correspondence has become known as The Shirley Letters and is viewed 
by historians as a “classic of the gold rush.”

Q: What kind of influence has Hollywood’s cult of beauty had on the perception of women in the state?

A: Hollywood has been perennially criticized for advocating an unrealistic view of physical 
perfection that not all people can achieve. We believe that this influence, unfortunately, 
extends beyond California and the country. For example, take a look at Bollywood in India, 
and we get a glimpse of how Hollywood has fostered in both women and men an obsession 
with image and cult celebrities. However, on a very positive note, Hollywood has produced 
many great women and men of enormous talent and generosity. We only have to look at 
Dorothy Arzner, the first female director, and Mary Pickford, the stunning and talented 
actor, to acknowledge the film industry has given us a great deal of fabulous entertainment 
and produced many skilled and talented people.
  All of the women profiled in our book made their marks on California’s history based on 
their courage and fortitude rather than on concern for their physical appearance.

Q: What criteria did you use when deciding which women to include in the book?

A: A trailblazer is a leader or pioneer who paves the way for others. We based our decision 
on women who “broke the glass ceiling” and who were able to accomplish what no other 
woman in California had before them. In most cases, they were first among firsts.
  Many women in our book are represented in the California Museum of History, 
Women and the Arts located in Sacramento that features a display of the legacy of 
California’s Remarkable Women. We have included many multicultural women who 
lived in diverse time periods and parts of the state. Some of the women are well known, 
while others have been overlooked or unacknowledged.

Q:  Are there certain personality traits that seem to characterize the women you featured?

A:  As we were doing our research, we discovered that many of the women featured in 
our book share certain personality traits.  Many of these fantastic women were strong, 
determined and had the ability to overcome prejudice and skepticism. We recognized 
they were also tenacious,  a trait they needed to overcome the many challenges they faced 
and the barriers that were put in front of them. Some have stood up against repressive 
laws, political oppression and outright violence. Above al, they have been pioneers and 



leaders who made a difference in the lives of others.

Q: How did you become involved in the Women’s Museum of California?

A: Dr. Gloria Harris is the co-author of Assertive Training for Women, a ground-breaking 
book written in 1974. She conducted Assertive Training for women seminars in seventy-five 
government agencies throughout the United States, has been a lecturer in women’s studies at 
San Diego State University and served as chair of the San Diego County Commission on the 
Status of Women. In 2010, she was inducted into the San Diego Women’s Hall of Fame and 
invited to serve as a board member of the Women’s Museum of California.
Hannah Cohen has had an interest in women’s issues dating back to her childhood, when 
her father told her, “Always know that girls can do anything a man can do and that women 
are just as smart as men, if not smarter;  always compete with the intent to win.” The message 
was fight for equality. Throughout the years, she brought up her three daughters with these 
words in mind and pursued equal rights for women throughout her career. Therefore, when 
she was invited to join the Women’s Museum of California, she jumped at the opportunity 
to continue to make a difference in the lives of women, young and old.

Q:  Are there particular stories that you found especially inspiring or surprising?

A:  They were honestly all so inspiring, but one who stood out as surprising was Dr. June 
McCarroll, who was not only the first white doctor to minister to the tens of thousands of 
Indians in California, winning the hearts of the tribal medicine men, but she was also the 
inventor of the lines down the middle of our roads. She was so annoyed by being driven off 
the road in her horse and buggy by the new-fangled Model T Ford that, as the story goes, she 
got down on her hands and knees and with baking flour drew a line almost a mile long down 
the middle of the road to make her point. This concept was then picked up by those paving 
the highways, and thus we have lines on all our highways!
  Another surprising story is about Dolores Huerta. Dr. Harris wrote a Letter to the 
Editor of the San Diego Union Tribune published on February 3, 2012: “As a board 
member of the Women’s Museum of California, I was disappointed that the article, 
‘Nine Day March to Honor the Legacy of Cesar Chavez’ made no mention of the role 
of Dolores Huerta, who co-founded the United Farm Workers union in 1962. Chavez 
was a dynamic speaker, and Huerta was a skilled organizer and tough negotiator. She 
helped to organize the strike of over five thousand grape workers and the following 
wine company boycott. In 1966, Huerta successfully negotiated a contract with 
the Schenley Wine Company. This was the first time in history that a negotiating 
committee consisting of farm workers achieved a collective bargaining agreement with 
an agricultural corporation. While volumes have been written about Chavez, little has 
been written about Huerta, who has been called the unsung heroine, ‘La Pasionaria.’
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